
MADERA COUNTY 
 

IDENTIFICATION SPECIALIST 
 
DEFINITION 
 
Under general supervision, to perform specialized criminal identification and forensics work; conducts 
crime scene investigations, gathering, identifying, and preserving physical evidence, including latent 
print processing and photographic records; to maintain identification records and files, including 
proper evidence storage; and to do related work as required. 
 
SUPERVISION EXERCISED 
 
May provide functional supervision of clerical and technical support staff. 
 
EXAMPLES OF IMPORTANT AND ESSENTIAL DUTIES 
 
Performs specialized criminal identification and evidence gathering work at crime scenes; takes 
photographs and collects fingerprint evidence; examines fingerprint evidence for proper classification 
and possible identity of suspects; takes comprehensive photographs of evidence at crime scenes, in the 
field, and in the laboratory; operates and maintains photo-laboratory equipment and materials, 
including the care and processing of film; assumes responsibility for the proper care, identification, 
preservation, and disposition of criminal evidence; attends and collects evidence from autopsies; 
assists with the preparation of evidence for trial purposes; may testify in court as an expert witness 
regarding crime scene analysis, latent fingerprint processing and identification;  provides advice and 
consultation on criminal investigations and case preparation, utilizing special knowledge of 
identification techniques and procedures; and prepares and maintains a variety of detailed records and 
reports.   
 
OTHER JOB RELATED DUTIES 
 
Performs related duties and responsibilities as assigned. 
 
JOB RELATED AND ESSENTIAL QUALIFICATIONS 
 

Knowledge of: 
 

Operations, functions, services, and activities of a local law enforcement agency. 
Modern crime prevention and law enforcement methods and procedures, specifically those 

used in investigation and identification. 
Investigation techniques, procedures, and operations. 
Principles and practices used in the identification, preservation, and presentation of evidence. 
Pertinent Federal, State and local laws, codes, and regulations particularly those related to 

search and seizure, evidence, and records maintenance. 
Criminal investigation methods and procedures, including crime scene investigation. 



Madera County   
Identification Specialist (Continued) 

 
Knowledge of: 
 
Rules of evidence pertaining to search and seizure and the preservation and presentation of 

evidence in court. 
Principles and practices of data collection and report preparation. 
Local geography, County streets, public buildings, and businesses. 

 
Skill to: 

 
Operate modern office equipment, including computer equipment. 
Operate a motor vehicle safely. 

 
Ability to: 
 
Communicate effectively, both orally and in writing. 
Perform specialized criminal identification assignments independently. 
Gather, assemble, evaluate, and analyze facts and evidence. 
Interpret, apply, and explain the policies, procedures, laws, codes, and regulations pertaining 

to assigned programs and functions. 
Act quickly and calmly in emergency situations. 
Analyze situations quickly and objectively and adopt effective courses of action. 
Meet the physical requirements necessary to safely and effectively perform the assigned 

duties. 
Prepare clear and accurate reports. 
Meet and deal with the public tactfully and courteously. 
Communicate clearly and concisely, both orally and in writing. 
Establish, maintain, and foster positive and harmonious working relationships with those 

contacted in the course of work. 
 

Experience and Training Guidelines: 
Any combination equivalent to experience and training that would provide the required 
knowledge, skills, and abilities would be qualifying.  A typical way to obtain the knowledge, 
skills, and abilities would be: 

 
Experience: 

 
One year of increasingly responsible work experience related to criminal identification 
and forensics; and 
 
Training: 
 
Some course work in criminal justice, criminology, forensic sciences or other closely 
related field; or Equivalent to a Bachelor�s Degree from an accredited college or 
university with major course work in criminal justice, criminology, forensic sciences, 
or other closely related field. 
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License or Certificate: 
 
Possession of, or ability to obtain by date of appointment, a valid California Driver�s 
License issued by the State Department of Motor Vehicles. 
 
Possession of or ability to obtain within the year of appointment, certificate of 
successful completion of Identification, Forensic and Latent Print classes designated 
by the Commission on Peace Officer Standards and Training (P.O.S.T). 
 

Special Requirements: 
Essential duties require the following physical skills and work environment: 

 
Ability to sit, stand, walk, run, kneel, crouch, stoop, squat, twist, climb, and lift 100 lbs.; 
exposure to cold, heat, noise, outdoors, vibration, confining work space, chemicals, explosive 
materials, mechanical hazards, and electrical hazards; ability to travel to different sites and 
locations; availability for shift work, on-call, and stand-by. 

 
Must meet physical, background, and job related standards to ensure safety of department 
personnel and the general public. 

 
Effective Date: December 2004 


